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make an impression upon the lower orders, since it so
strongly interests all the passions of the human mind.
If it he thought that a system of ethics may regulate
the conduct of the higher classes, such an one is
altogether unsuitable to the lower, who ^ must be
wrought upon by their affections, or they will not be
wrought upon at all. The ancients were wiser than
ourselves, and never thought of governing the com-
munity in general by their lessons of philosophy.
These lessons were confined to the schools of the
learned; while for the million, a system of religion,
such at it was, was kept up, as alone adapted to
Appeal to their grosser natures. If this reasoning
experience, fail to convince, we may safely appeal to
experience. Let the Socinian and the moral teacher
of Christianity come forth, and tell us what effects
they have produced on the lower orders* They
themselves will hardly deny the inefficacy of their
instructions. But, blessed be God, the religion
which we recommend, has proved its correspondence
with the character originally given of Christianity,
that it was calculated for the poor; it has proved
this, I say, by changing the whole condition of the
mass of society in many of the most populous dis-
tricts in this and other countries; and by bringing
them from a state of almost unexampled wickedness
and barbarism, to a state of sobriety, decency, in-
dustry, and in short, to whatever can render men
useful members of civil society.
If indeed, through the blessing of Providence, a
principle of true religion should in any consider-
Political a^'e degree gain ground, there is no esti-
good efects mating tlje effects on public morals, and
/^^^-the consequent influence on. our political
^y^S.welfare. These effects are not merely
a'nd bad 'negative: though it would be much, merely

